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JUDGES OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT* 
CHIEF JUDGE PROCTER HUG, JR. 
Judge Hug was appointed to the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit by President Carter on September 
17, 1977, and became Chief Judge on March 1, 1996. 
Judge Hug was born in Reno, Nevada on March 11, 1931. 
He served in the United States Navy from 1953-1955, attaining 
the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade. In 1953, Judge Hug re-
ceived a B.S. degree from the University of Nevada. In 1958, 
he received a J.D. degree from Stanford University. 
After law school, Judge Hug returned to Reno and co-
founded the law firm, Springer, McKissick & Hug. In 1963, he 
joined another Reno firm, Woodburn, Wedge, Blakey, Folsom & 
Hug, where he continued to practice law until 1977. From 
1969-1972, Hug held a position on the University of Nevada's 
board of regents. He later served as the university's General 
Counsel, and then as a Deputy Attorney General from 1972-
1976. 
Hug was the Nevada State Delegate to the American Bar 
Association's House of Delegates from 1973-1978, and also 
served on the Board of Governors from 1976-1978. Addition-
ally, he was the Director of the American Jurisprudence Soci-
ety from 1975-1978. In 1977, Judge Hug served one year on 
the National Judicial College Board of Directors. He was also a 
member of the University of Nevada's Medical School Board of 
.. These biographies are primarily derived from the following sources: Person1U11 
of the Court, 27 GoLDEN GATE U. L. REV. xiii (1997); Daily Journal Corporation, 
Northern California Judicial Profiles, Vol. IV (1998). 
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Visitors. From 1980-1982, Hug was a member of the Stanford 
Board of Visitors and a member of the American Law Institute, 
where he chaired its Ninth Circuit Education Committee from 
1983-1987. Since 1958, he has been a member of the American 
Bar Association and the Nevada State Bar Association. 
Judge Hug is married to Barbara Van Meter and has three 
children. 
SENIOR JUDGE ARTHUR ALARCON 
President Carter appointed Judge Alarcon to the Ninth Cir-
cuit on August 28, 1979. Judge Alarcon graduated from Uni-
versity of Southern California receiving a B.A in Political Sci-
ence in 1949 and a LL.B. in 1951. He is one of few judges in 
California to sit on both the state and federal appellate bench. 
Judge Alarcon was a deputy Los Angeles County district 
attorney from 1952-1961. In 1962, he was appointed Clemency 
and Extradition Secretary and named Executive Secretary of 
California Adult Authority, serving as temporary chairman in 
1962. Governor Brown, Sr. appointed him to the Los Angeles 
Superior Court, where he served from 1963-1978. In 1978 
Governor Brown, Jr., appointed him to the California Court of 
Appeals for the Second District, where he served until 1979 
when he was appointed to the Ninth Circuit. 
Judge Alarcon is married to the former Sandra Paterson 
and has three children: Jan Marie, Gregory, and Lance. 
SENIOR JUDGE ROBERT R. BEEZER 
Judge Beezer received a B.A in 1951, and an L.L.B. in 1956 
from the University of Virginia. He served in the United 
States Marine Corps from 1951 to 1953. 
Prior to his appointment, Judge Beezer was a partner at 
Schweppe, Krug, Tausend & Beezer in Seattle, Washington 
where he worked from 1956 to 1984. He also served on the 
Board of Governors of the Washington State Bar Association 
from 1980-1983, and was president of the Seattle King County 
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Bar Association from 1975-1976. Judge Beezer was appointed 
to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit on 
March 28, 1984. 
Appointed to the Ninth Circuit by President Carter in 1980, 
Robert Boochever has had an interesting legal career. Born in 
New York, Boochever grew up in Ithaca and attended Cornell 
University and Cornell Law School. Upon graduation, 
Boochever opened his own practice in the summer of 1941. 
One week later he received a draft notice and was stationed in 
Newfoundland until 1945. 
During his service, Boochever met and married his wife 
Connie. Upon returning to the United States he earned a posi-
tion at the Justice Department in Washington, D.C, and 
shortly thereafter pursued an opportunity in Alaska as an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney. 
In 1947, Boochever helped launch the firm. of Faulkner, 
Banfeild, Boochever & Doogan in Juneau, Alaska. Boochever 
stayed with the fIrm until 1972, when he earned a position on 
the Alaska Supreme Court. From 1972-1980, Boochever served 
as an Alaska Supreme Court Justice and from 1978-1980 
served as Chief Justice. 
Boochever has participated in many significant OplDlOns 
during his tenure on the Ninth Circuit. Among them are Hill 
v. INS, 714 F.2d 1470 (1983) and Sohappy v. Hodel, 911 F.3d 
1313 (9th Cir. 1990). In his spare time, Boochever eqjoys ten-
nis and fIshing. 
JUDGE JAMES R. BROWNING 
President Kennedy appointed Judge Browning to the Ninth 
Circuit on September 6, 1961. He served as Chief Judge from 
June 30, 1976 to June 15, 1988. 
3
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Judge Browning received an L.L.B. degree from Montana 
State University in 1941 where he was Editor-in-Chief of the 
Law Review. He then served as Special Attorney in the Anti-
trust Division of the Department of Justice from 1941-1943. 
He served in the United States Army from 1943-1946, receiving 
a Bronze Star Medal. In 1946, returned to the DepartD;lent of 
Justice serving as: Special Attorney of the Antitrust division 
from 1946-1948; Chief of the Northwest Regional Office of the 
Antitrust Division from 1948-1949; Assistant Chief, General 
Litigation Section, of the Antitrust division from 1949-1951; 
First Assistant, Civil Division from 1951-1952; Executive As-
sistant to the Attorney General 1952-1953; and Chief of Execu-
tive Office for United States Attorneys in 1953. He practiced in 
the private sector from 1953-1958. Judge Browning then 
clerked for the United States Supreme Court from 1958 until 
his appointment to the Ninth Circuit in 1961. 
Judge Browning was a member of the Committee on Court 
Administration serving as Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Judicial Statistics. He was a member of the Committee on the 
Budget; and a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Ninth Circuit Conference. He is currently a member of the 
American Bar Association, the American Law Institute, the 
Montana Bar Association, the Federal Bar Association, the 
American Judicature Society and the Institute of Judicial Ad-
ministration. 
JUDGE MELVIN T. BRUNETTI 
Judge Brunetti was appointed United States Circuit Judge 
for the Ninth Circuit on April 4, 1985. He attended the Uni-
versity of Nevada and graduated from University of California, 
Hastings College of Law, receiving a J. D. degree in 1964. He 
then served in the Army National Guard. 
Judge Brunetti formerly served as an Associate Attorney 
with Vargas, Bartlett, & Dixon from 1964-1969; an Associate 
Attorney with Laxalt, Bell, Berry, Allison & LeBaron from 
1970-1971; a Partner with Laxalt, Berry & Allison from 1971-
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1978; and as a shareholder of Allison, Bnmetti, MacKenzie, 
Hartman, Soumbeniotis & Russell, Ltd. from 1978-1985. 
Judge Bnmetti is married to the former Gail Dian Bu-
chanan and has three children: Nancy, Bradley, and Melvin Jr. 
He is currently a member of the State Bar of Nevada, the 
American Bar Association, the Washoe County Bar Associa-
tion, the Carson Bar Association, the Association of Trial Law-
yers of American, and Northern Nevada Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion. Additionally, he was a member of the Counsel of Legal 
Advisors to the Republican National Committee from 1982-
1985. 
SENIOR JUDGE WILLIAM C. CANBY In. 
After graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Yale University in 
1953, Judge Canby attended the University of Minnesota Law 
School and graduated in 1956. For two years following gradua-
tion, Judge Canby called the United States Air Force home and 
was stationed at McChord Air Force Base. Thereafter, Judge 
Canby became an Associate with the firm of Oppenheimer, 
Hodgson, Brown, Beer & Wolf for four years and developed 
commercial law as his specialty. From 1962-1964, Judge 
Canby worked as the Director for the Peace Corps in Ethiopia 
and as the Director for the Peace Corps in Uganda from 1964-
1966. 
On April 17, 1980, Judge Canby was appointed to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit by Presi-
dent Carter. Canby has been involved in many important deci-
sions; including writing the majority opinion in Mack v. United 
States, 66 F. 3d 1025 (9th Cir. 1995), holding that the 1993 
Brady Handgun Control Act, which required local and state 
law enforcement officials to conduct background checks of 
handgun buyers, was not violative of the Tenth Amendment; 
and Gordy v. Daily News L.P., No. 95-55102,65 U.S.L.W. 2179 
(1996), finding that the New York Daily News had sufficient 
contacts in California to subject the newspaper company to 
personal jurisdiction in California based on its regular distribu-
tion of a limited number of newspapers in California. 
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Judge Canby is married to Jane Adams Canby. He enjoys 
hunting, fishing and jogging. 
SENIOR JUDGE HERBERT Y.C. CHOY 
On April 6, 1971, Judge Choy, after selection by President 
Nixon, became the first attorney of Asian descent to sit on the 
bench of the Ninth Circuit. Additionally, with this appoint-
ment, Judge Choy became the first resident of Hawaii to be 
named to a federal court. 
Judge Choy graduated from the University of Hawaii with a 
B.A. degree in 1938. In 1941, he earned his J.D. degree from 
Harvard Law School, and became the first attorney of Korean 
ancestry to be admitted to the bar in the United States. Judge 
Choy then served in the Army from 1941-1946. 
In 1946, Judge Choy returned to Hawaii and joined the firm 
of Fong and Miho, becoming partner within one year. He con-
tinued in private practice until June, 1957, when he became 
Attorney General of Hawaii, serving until December, 1958. In 
1958, at the request of his partners, he returned to private 
practice where he worked until his appointment to the Ninth 
Circuit in 1971. On October 3, 1984, he assumed status of 
senior judge. 
Judge Choy is currently a member of the Bar Association of 
Hawaii and the American Bar Association. 
SENIOR JUDGE JEROME FARRIS 
On September 27, 1979, Judge Farris was appointed to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit by Presi-
dent Carter. Prior to his appointment, he was a Judge of the 
Washington State Court on Appeals from 1969-1976 and a 
Chief Judge on the Washington State Court of Appeals from 
1976-1979. Judge Farris also practiced law as a partner with 
the firm of Farris, Bangs & Horowitz from 1958-1969. 
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Judge Farris currently participates in many judicial com-
mittees and activities. He is a chairman of the Ninth Circuit 
Statistices Committee and a member of the Ninth Circuit Judi-
cial Conference Executive Committee. Additionally, he is a 
member of the Appellate Judges Conference Delegate to the 
JAD Council. 
Judge Farris was a member of the Washington Child and 
Welfare Advisory Committee; the King County Youth Commis-
sion; and the King County Mental Health and Mental Retarda-
tion Board. 
SENIOR JUDGE WARREN J. FERGUSON 
Judge Ferguson graduated from the University of Nevada at 
Reno with a B.A. degree in 1942. After college, he served in the 
Army during World War II as a master sergeant, receiving the 
Bronze Star. Thereafter, he received a LL.B degree from the 
University of Southern California in 1949. On December 20, 
1979, Judge Ferguson was appointed to the Ninth Circuit by 
President Jimmy Carter. He received senior status on Decem-
ber 31, 1986. 
Prior to his judicial appointment to the Ninth Circuit, Judge 
Ferguson served as City Attorney for seven cities in Southern 
California, including Buena Park, Placentia, La Puente, 
Baldwin Park, Santa Fe Springs, Walnut and Rosemead. Then 
in 1959, Judge Ferguson served as a Municipal Court Judge in 
Anaheim, California. Two years after being appointed a Mu-
nicipal Court Judge, Judge Ferguson was appointed to the Or-
ange County Superior Court. In 1966, Judge Ferguson became 
a district court judge for the United States District Court for 
the Central District of California. 
Judge Ferguson was a member of the faculty of the Federal 
Judicial Center from 1968-76. He is Associate Professor of 
Psychiatry at the University of Southern California School of 
Medicine and also teaches courses at Loyola University School 
of Law. He is currently a member of the California Bar Asso-
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ciation, the Orange County Bar Association, and the American 
Bar Association. 
Judge Ferguson and his wife Laura have four children: 
Faye R., Warren John, Jr., Teresa M., and Peter J. 
JUDGE FERDINAND F. FERNANDEZ 
Judge Fernandez received his B.S. degree in 1958 and his 
J.D. degree in 1962 from the University of Southern California 
Law School. After law school, he obtained a LL.M from Har-
vard Law School in 1963. 
Judge Fernandez was appointed to the Ninth Circuit by 
President Bush in 1990. Prior to his appointment to the Ninth 
Circuit, Judge Fernandez was a United States District Court 
Judge in California. From 1980-1985, Judge Fernandez served 
as a Judge for the San Bernardino Superior Court. 
Judge Fernandez practiced in the private sector from 1964-
1980. He specialized in probate and estate p]anning; was a 
certified tax specialist; and occasionally handled criminal ap-
pellate cases. 
Judge Fernandez lives in Upland with his wife and two 
children. 
SENIOR JUDGE BETrY B. FLETCHER 
Judge Fletcher graduated from Stanford University in 1943 
as a Phi Beta Kappa with a B.A degree. Thirteen years later, 
in 1956, Judge Fletcher graduated from the University of 
Washington School of Law in 1956 with a LL.B. degree, Order 
of the Coif. 
Directly out of law school, Fletcher was hired by the Seattle 
law firm Preston Thorgrimson Ellis & Holman - now known as 
Preston Gates & Ellis. She became their first female associate 
as well as their first female partner. Other fusts for Judge 
Fletcher were her service as the first female president of the 
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Seattle-King County Bar AssOciation and the first female board 
member of the Washington State Bar Association. From 1978 
to 1979, she was Trustee for the Northwest Women's Law Cen-
ter. Also, in 1979, before taking the bench, Judge Fletcher be-
came the first female member of the Rainier Club, which, at 
the time, was the pre-eminent male social club in Seattle. 
Judge Fletcher also served on the Board of Directors for the 
National Legal Aid and Defenders Association from 1973 to 
1976. From 1975 to 1978 she served on the Washington State 
Bar's Board of Governors. In 1972, she was appointed by Gov-
ernor Dan Evans to the Washington State Women's Council. 
In 1974, Judge Fletcher served as Co-chair for the Washington 
State Committee for Passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
On July 12, 1979, Judge Fletcher was appointed by Presi-
dent Carter to be a judge for the United States Court of Appeal 
in the Ninth Circuit. From that time to the present, she has 
written many well-known civil rights opinions such as Playtime 
Theatres, Inc. v. City of Renton, 748 F.2d 527 (1984), Johnson v. 
Transportation Agency, 770 F.2d 752 (1984), and Wallace v. 
Chappell, 661 F.2d 729 (1981). Judge Fletcher has also contin-
ued to be an active member of the American Bar Association 
and the Seattle-King County Bar Association. 
Judge Fletcher is married to Robert L. Fletcher and cur-
rently lives in Washington. 
JUDGE WILLIAM A. FLETCHER 
Judge William Fletcher, son of Judge Betty Fletcher, was 
appointed to the Ninth Circuit on October 9, 1998. Judge 
Fletcher received a B.A degree from both Harvard University 
and Oxford University. He then received his J.D. degree from 
Yale Law School. 
Judge Fletcher clerked for District Court Judge Stanley 
Weigel and for Justice William Brennan, Jr. of the United 
States Supreme Court. After his clerkships, Judge Fletcher 
became a law professor at the University of California at Ber-
keley, Boalt Hall School of Law in 1977. In 1992, Judge 
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Fletcher received the University of California at Berkeley Dis-
tinguished Teaching Award. 
SEmORJUDGE~T.GoOD~ 
Judge Goodwin graduated from the University of Oregon 
with a B.A degree in 1947 and a J. D. degree in 1951 where he 
received the Order of the Coif and was Editor of the Law Re-
view. He served in the United States Army from 1942-46. He 
was a Circuit Judge for the Second Judicial District of Oregon 
from 1955-60, an Associate Justice of the Oregon Supreme 
Court from 1960-69, and a United States District Judge for the 
District of Oregon from 1969-71. Judge Goodwin was ap-
pointed to the Ninth Circuit in November, 1971 by President 
Nixon. In 1977, he was appointed to the Judicial Conference 
Committee on Court Administration. He was Chief Judge of 
the Ninth Circuit from 1988-91, and in 1991 attained Senior 
Judge status. 
Judge Goodwin is a member of the American Bar Associa-
tion; the American Judicature Society; the American Law Insti-
tute; and the American Bar Foundation of the Oregon State 
Bar. 
Judge Goodwin is married to Mary Ellin Handelin and has 
four children: Karl, Margaret, Sara and James. 
JUDGE SUSAN P. GRABER 
Judge Graber completed his undergraduate studies at 
Wellesley College in 1969 and received a J.D. degree from Yale 
Law School in 1972. She was appointed to the Ninth Circuit by 
President Clinton in 1998. Prior to her appointment to the 
Ninth Circuit, she served as Judge on the Oregon Court of Ap-
peals from 1988-1990 and as Associate Justice on the Oregon 
Supreme Court from 1990-1998. 
After graduating from Yale Law School, Judge Graber prac-
ticed law as an Assistant Attorney General in the New Mexico 
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Bureau of Revenue for two years. For the next fourteen years, 
she practiced in the private sector. 
Judge Graber participates in many judicial committees and 
activities. She is currently a co-chair of the Oregon Supreme 
Court of the Oregon State Bar Task Force on Gender Fairness. 
She is also a member of the Death Penalty Habeas Corpus 
Rules Committee. Furthermore, she is a member of the De-
fense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services and a 
chair of the Rhodes Scholar Selection Committee for Oregon. 
In 1986, she was awarded the Founders Award for Pro Bono 
Service for the Northwest Women's Law Center. 
S~ORJUDGECYNnnAH.~ 
On August 11, 1984, Judge Hall was appointed to the Ninth 
Circuit by President Reagan. Prior to her appointment to the 
Ninth Circuit, she served as a judge for the United States Tax 
Court from 1972-1981 and as a judge for the United States Dis-
trict Court from 1981-1984. 
Judge Hall graduated from Stanford University as an un-
dergraduate in 1951. She received a J.D. degree from Stanford 
University 1954. After graduating from Stanford University 
Law School, Judge Hall had trouble getting a job due to her 
gender. Fortunately, Ninth Circuit Judge Richard Chambers 
offered her a clerkship. She was the first woman to hold a full-
time law clerk position in the Ninth Circuit. After a year of 
clerkship, she returned to school to obtain her LL.M. from New 
York Law School. 
Upon graduation, she returned to government service. She 
served as a staff attorney with the Justice Department's Tax 
Division. She then became an attorney-adviser in the Treasury 
Department's Office of Tax Legislative Counsel. She joined 
forces with Richard S. Brawerman in 1966 to form the firm of 
Brawerman & Holcomb of Beverly Hills where she practiced 
tax law until her fIrst judicial appointment in 1972. 
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JUDGE MICHAEL DALY HAWKINS 
Judge Hawkins became the first Clinton administration ap-
pointee to the Ninth Circuit in 1994. He is a native of Arizona 
with a strong sense of family and local history. In 1976, he 
took a volunteer position as the manager of Dennis DeConcini's 
successful Senate campaign. This led to his subsequent ap-
pointment as Arizona's U.S. Attorney at age 31, which was 
then the youngest in the country. 
In his position as U.S. Attorney, Judge Hawkins assisted in 
the investigation and prosecution of Joe Bonanno, known for 
his association with organized-crime and later convicted of ob-
struction of justice in San Francisco. Additionally, he acted as 
special prosecutor for the Navajo Nation in two cases. He also 
helped in securing the federal conviction of the son of a promi-
nent Cochise County rancher for the kidnapping and torture of 
three Mexican illegal aliens who found themselves on ranch 
property after crossing the border. 
Before his ascent to the bench, Judge Hawkins specialized 
in white-collar criminal defense and commercial litigation in 
Phoenix with Daughton, Hawkins, Brokelman, Guinan & Pat-
terson. 
Judge Hawkins married his high school sweetheart and 
prides himself on his strong sense of family. For the past ten 
years, he has compiled a story of his family tree adding a new 
chapter about a different member each year. 
JUDGE ANDREW J. KLEINFELD 
Judge Kleinfeld graduated from Harvard Law School in 
1969 after completing his undergraduate work at Wesleyan 
University. In 1991, he was appointed to the Ninth Circuit by 
President Bush. 
Prior to his judicial appointment to the Ninth Circuit, Judge 
Kleinfeld was a United States District Judge in Alaska. From 
1971-1986, Judge Kleinfeld practiced in the private sector, spe-
cializing in Insurance Defense and Personal Injury Litigation. 
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He also served as aU. S. Magistrate Judge for the Alaska Dis-
trict Court from 1971-1974. 
Judge Kleinfeld has been described as a demanding but fair 
judge. Contemporaries characterize him as having a brilliant 
and classically logical intellect. Judge Kleinfeld is married and 
has three children. 
JUDGE ALEx KOZINSKI 
Judge Kozinski attended the University of California at Los 
Angeles, where he received his B.A in 1972 and his J.D. in 
1975. President Reagan nominated him to the Ninth Circuit 
on June 5, 1985 and the United States Senate confirmed his 
nomination on November 7, 1985. 
Judge Kozinski clerked for Judge Anthony M. Kennedy of 
the Ninth Circuit from 1975-76 and for Chief JustiCe Warren E. 
Burger of the United States Supreme Court from 1976-77. He 
. was the Managing Editor of the UCLA Law Review and a Vol-
unteer Attorney for the Pacific Legal Foundation from 1978-79. 
He also represented indigent clients in various civil and crimi-
nal matters in Washington D.C. from 1979-81. He was the 
Deputy Legal Counsel for the Office of the President Elect from 
1981-82, the Assistant Counsel for the Office of Counsel to the 
President in 1981, and Special Counsel of the Merit Systems 
Protection Board from 1981-82. From 1982-85 Judge Kozinski 
was the Chief Judge of the United States Claims Court in 
Washington D.C. 
Judge Kozinski and his wife Marcy Tiffany have three chil-
dren. 
SENIOR JUDGE EDWARD LEAVY 
. 
Judge Leavy is a graduate of the University of Portland 
where he received a B.A in 1950. He received an L.L.B. from 
the University of Notre Dame in 1953. 
13
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Judge Leavy was born in Oregon and worked in the Judicial 
system in Oregon from 1957-87. Prior to his term in the Ninth 
Circuit, Judge Leavy served as District Court Judge for Lane 
County in Eugene, Oregon from 1957-61; Circuit Judge for 
Lane County District Court from 1961-76; U.S. Magistrate for 
US District Court in Portland, Oregon from 1976-84; and Judge 
for US District Court in Oregon from 1984-87. Judge Leavy 
was appointed to the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit on March 23,1987. 
JUDGE M.. MARGARET McKEoWN 
Judge McKeown graduated from the University of Wyoming 
in 1972 with a B.A degree, and in 1975 earned a J.D. degree 
from Georgetown University. While at Georgetown, she 
clerked for Judge David Norman, Superior Court of the District 
of Columbia, Washington, D.C. 
After graduation Judge McKeown worked with the law fIrm 
of Perkins Coie from 1975-88, rust as an associate and eventu-
ally as partner. 
Judge Mckeown is an active member of the American Bar 
Association; American Bar Foundation; American Intellectual 
Property Law Association; American Law Institute; Corporate 
Council for the Arts, Executive Committee member; King 
County Bar Association; Washington Council on International 
Trade; Washington State Bar Association; Washington Women 
Lawyers; and White House Fellows Foundation, Board of Di-
rectors member. 
SENIOR JUDGE DoROTHY WRIGHT NELSON 
Judge Nelson was appointed to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals by President Jimmy Carter in 1980. She received her 
B.A degree in 1950 and her J.D. degree in 1953 from the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles. In 1956, she received a 
LL.M. from the University of Southern California. Judge Nel-
son is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Order of the Coif. 
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Upon being admitted to practice law in California in 1954, 
Judge Nelson began her career at the University of Southern 
California where she started as a Research Associate Fellow. 
She continued to work for the University as an Instructor in 
1957; Assistant Professor from 1958-61; Associate Professor 
from 1961-67; Associate Dean from 1965-67; Professor in 1967; 
and Dean from 1967-80. In 1967, Judge Nelson was named 
Law Alumnus of the Year by University of California. 
JUDGE THOMAS G. NELSON 
On October 1, 1990, Thomas G. Nelson was appointed by 
President George Bush to serve on the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Since that time, Judge Nelson 
has participated in a number of pivotal decisions, including the 
renowned copyright infringement case of Apple Computer, Inc. 
v. Microsoft Corp., 35 F.3d 1435 (1995), as well as the trade-
mark case of Abdul-Jabbar v. General Motors Corp., No. 94-
55597,64 U.S.L.W. 2507 (1996). 
After graduating from the University of Idaho Law School 
in 1962, Judge Nelson became a member of the Idaho Air Na-
tional Guard from 1962-1965, and thereafter, started practicing 
law in Idaho. Nelson focused on farming and water law and 
handled the Idaho Power Company's water rights work and the 
federal relicensing of the its hydroelectric facilities. 
As one of the two Ninth Circuit Judges that sit in Boise 
Idaho, Nelson is well regarded. Nelson's office is situated in 
Boise's old post office and federal building, which would have 
been destroyed had Nelson not agreed to make the historic 
building his headquarters. 
Nelson and his wife, Sharon R. Hall, have two children and 
two stepchildren. The Nelsons have also recently become 
grandparents. Judge Nelson's hobbies include snowmobiling 
and photography. 
15
et al.: Judges of the Ninth Circuit
Published by GGU Law Digital Commons, 1999
JUDGES OF THE NINTH CIRCUIT 
SENIOR JUDGE JOHN T. NOONAN JR. 
Judge Noonan graduated from Harvard University, receiv-
ing a B.A in 1947, and an L.L.M. in 1954. Prior to his ap-
pointment to the Ninth Circuit, he was a Professor of Law at 
the University of California at Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of 
Law from 1966-1985. He was also a Professor of Law at Notre 
Dame University School of Law, and a Visiting Professor of 
Law at Harvard University, Stanford University, Hastings 
College of Law, UCLA School of Law, and Southern Methodist 
University. In addition, Judge Noonan was appointed by 
President Eisenhower to National Security Council, and was a 
Chairman of the Redevelopment Agency in Brookline, Maine. 
Judge Noonan has written over 150 articles and seven 
books, including: Bribes, a brief history of the concept of brib-
ery; Persons and Masks of the Law, which discussed legal ab-
stractions; and A Private Choice: Abortion in America in the 
Seventies. Some of his significant cases include: Lazo-Majano 
v. INS F.2d 1432 (9th Cir. 1987), upholding a political asylum 
claim and ruling that mental and physical domination of an EI 
Salvadoran woman by the Salvadoran army was sufficient 
grounds to constitute a '\vell founded fear;" Midler v. Ford Mo-
tors Co., 849 F.2d 460 (9th Cir. 1988), upholding a singer's 
rights to sue for the commercial impersonation of her voice; and 
Harris v. Vasquez, staying the execution of Robert Alton Harris. 
JUDGE DIARMUID F. O'ScANNLAIN 
Judge O'Scannlain received a B.A degree from St. John's 
University in 1957, and a J.D. degree from Harvard Law 
School in 1963. Following a career in private practice and gov-
ernment service, Judge O'Scannlain was appointed to the 
Ninth Circuit on September 1, 1986. 
Prior to his appointment to the appellate bench, Judge 
O'Scann1ain served as Deputy Attorney General, Oregon State 
Department of Justice from 1969-71, Commissioner of the 
Public Utility Commission of Oregon from 1971-73, and Direc-
tor of the Oregon State Department of Environmental Quality 
in Portland from 1973-74. He was also the Chairman of the 
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Advisory Panel to the United States Secretary of Energy from 
1983-85. He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Federal Bar Association, the National Republican Lawyer's 
Association, and the United States District Court of Oregon 
Historical Society. 
Judge O'ScsnnJain is married to former Maura Nolan. He 
has eight children: Sean, Jane, Brendan, Kevin, Megan, Chris-
topher, Anne and Kate. 
JUDGE HARRy PREGERSON 
Judge Pregerson completed his undergraduate studies at 
UCLA in 1947. He then attained an L.L.B. from UC Berkeley, 
Boalt Hall School of Law and was admitted to the California 
Bar in 1951. During World War II, Pregerson earned a purple· 
heart in the battle of Okinawa. He continues to be active in the 
Marine Corps Reserve Officers Association, where he serves as 
President of the San Fernando Valley Chapter. In addition, he 
is a national leader of the Marine Corps "Toys for Tots" Pro-
gram. 
Pregerson's career has included four judgeships, which in-
clude the U.S. District Court for the Central District of Califor-
nia and both the Los Angeles Superior and Municipal Courts. 
On August 28, 1979, President Carter appointed Judge Preger-
son to the Ninth Circuit. 
A fervent advocate for social good, Pregerson serves as advi-
sor to Childhelp USA, Jewish Big Brothers, the Salvation Army 
and many other charities. He has also been instrumental in 
coordinating assistance projects that convert government sur-
plus property into homeless shelters. 
Judge Pregerson is married to Bernardine Seyma Chapkis. 
For recreation, he enjoys both swimming and biking. 
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JUDGE STEPHEN R. REINHARDT 
Judge Reinhardt received a B.A degree from Pomona Col-
lege in 1951, and a LL.B. from Yale University in 1954. From 
1954-1956, he held the rank of First Lieutenant in the United 
States Air Force. In 1958, Judge Reinhardt was admitted to 
the California Bar. Thereafter, he practiced law with the Lus 
Angeles firm Fogel, Julber, Reinhardt, and Rothschild from 
1960-1980. He was appointed to the Ninth Circuit by Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter in 1980. 
Judge Reinhardt served on the United States Commission 
on Civil Rights from 1962-1973; the Los Angeles Recreation 
and Parks Commission as President from 1974-1975; and the 
Los Angeles Police Commission from 1975-1978. From 1979-
1984, he was a member of the Olympic Organizing Committee 
for the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. From 1984 to the 
present, Judge Reinhardt has been a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Amateur Athletic Foundation. 
Judge Reinhardt is married to Ramona Ripston, who is the 
executive director of the Los Angeles branch of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. He has three adult children from a pre-
vious marriage. 
JUDGE PAMELA ANN RYMER 
Judge Rymer graduated from Vasser College with a B.A in 
1961, and a LL.B. from Stanford University in 1964. She prac-
ticed with the fum of Lillick, McHose, Wheat, Adams & Char-
les in Los Angeles from 1966-1975. She left the firm in 1975 to 
begin her own law fum; Toy & Rymer. While engaged in pri-
vate practice she specialized in antitrust and general business 
litigation. After an appointment by President Ronald Regan 
she served as a judge for the United States District Court for 
the Central District of California from 1983-1989. On May 22, 
1989, President George Bush appointed her to the Ninth Cir-
cuit. 
Judge Rymer is a member of both the Los Angeles County 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association and has 
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been active in civic and circuit activities. She was appointed to 
the California Postsecondary Education Commission by then-
Governor Regan ~ 1974 and re-appointed by Governor Brown 
Jr. in 1979. From 1980-1984 she served as chair of this com-
mittee. Since 1985, she has served as Ii member of the Board of 
Directors of the Constitutional Rights foundation; member, of 
the Stanford University Law school Board of Visitors; and is a 
faculty member of the National Judicial College. 
JUDGE MARy M. SCHROEDER 
Judge Schroeder was appointed by President Carter to the 
Ninth Circuit in late 1979 at age 38, becoming the fourth 
woman appointed to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge 
Schroeder graduated from Swarthmore College with a B.A. in 
1962 and she graduated from the University of Chicago with a 
J.D. degree in 1965. She practiced as a Justice Department 
trial attorney for four years. She became the fIrst female at-
torney to be hired by a major law firm. in Phoenix, Arizona, 
where she worked from 1971-1975. From 1975-1979, Judge 
Schroeder served on the Arizona Court of Appeals. 
Judge Schroeder is a member of the American Judicature 
Society, American Bar Association, American Law Institute, 
National Association of Women Lawyers, and the Arizona As-
sociation of Women lawyers. Her honors include, various pub-
lications, "Distinguished Achievement Award" in 1977 from 
Arizona State University Law School and Visiting Instructor at 
Arizona State University Law School in 1975, 1976 and 1978. 
Judge Schroeder is married to Milton R. Schroeder. 
JUDGE BARRY SILVERMAN 
Judge Silverman attended Arizona State University where 
he received a B.A. cum laude in 1973 as well as his J.D. in 
1976. He was the Assistant City Prosecutor in Phoenix, Ari-
zona from 1966-177, Deputy City Attorney from 1977-79; and 
the Superior Court Commissioner in Maricopa county, Arizona 
from 1979-1984. Additionally, he served as a Superior Court 
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Judge in Arizona from 1984-1995. From 1995-1997, he held 
the position of Magistrate Judge for the United State District 
Court in Arizona from 1995-1997. Thereafter, President 
Clinton appointed him to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in 
1997. 
Judge Silverman is a member of the State Bar of Arizona, 
the Maricopa County Bar Association, and the Law Society of 
the Arizona State University. He has won many awards in-
cluding; the Henry Stevens Award, Maricopa County Bar Asso-
ciation in 1991, the Award for Excellence as a Jurist, Family 
Law Committee, Maricopa County Bar Association in 19('4, 
and the Outstanding Alumnus Award, Arizona State Univer-
sity in 1995. 
SENIOR JUDGE orro R. SKOPIL 
Judge Skopil graduated from Willamette University where 
he received a B.A degree in 1941, and an LL.B degree in 1946. 
He practiced law with Skopil & Skopil from 1946-51, and with 
Williams, Skopil, Miller, Beck & Wyllie from 1951-72. He 
served in the United States Navy Reserve from 1942-47. 
Judge Skopil served as United States District Judge for the 
District of Oregon from 1972-79, acting as Chief Judge from 
1976-79. He was appointed to the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit on September 26, 1979 and entered 
duty on October 20, 1979. 
Judge Skopil served on the Board of the Federal Judicial 
Center in 1979. He has served on the Judicial Conference 
Committee on the Administration of the Federal Magistrates 
System and the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules. He took 
senior Judge status on July 2, 1986. He currently chairs the 
Long-Range Planning Committee of the Judicial Conference of 
the United States. 
Judge Skopil is a member of the American Bar Association, 
The Oregon State Bar Association, the Marion County Bar As-
sociation, the International Society of Barristers, the American 
Board of Trial Advocates, and the Maritime Law Association. 
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Judge Skopil is married to the former Janet Rae Lundy and 
has four children: Otto Richard III, Casey Robert, Shannon Ida, 
and Mollie Jo. 
SENIOR JUDGE JOSEPH T. SNEED 
Judge Sneed completed his undergraduate work at South-
western University in 1941. He received his LL.B. from the 
University of Texas in 1947, and his J.S.D. from Harvard Uni-
versity in 1958. 
Judge Sneed was appointed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit on July 25, 1973. Some of his 
significant cases include Brown v. Environmental Protection 
Agency, 521 F. 2d 827 (9th Cir. 1975), blocking EPA efforts to 
force California to adhere to a variety of federal regulations; 
and Arizona v. Maricopa County Medical Society, 643 F.2d 553 
(9th Cir. 1980), upholding the use of maximum fee schedules by 
doctors in Arizona seeking payment from Blue Cross. . 
He is a member of the Select Committee on Supreme Court 
Procedures of the California Supreme CoUrt, The American Bar 
Association, The Association of American Law Schools, and the 
New York State and Texas Bars. 
JUDGE A. WALLACE TASIDMA 
Judge Tashima received his B.A. from University of Califor-
nia-Los Angeles in 1958 and earned an LL.B. degree from Har-
vard University School of Law in 1961. He was appointed to 
the Ninth Circuit in 1996. 
Prior to his appointment to the Ninth Circuit, President 
Carter appointed Judge Tashima to the United States District 
Court for the Central District of California where he served 
from 1980-1995. Before becoming a judge, Judge Tashima 
practiced law for more than twenty years as a Partner in the 
Los Angeles office of Morrison & Foerster. Moreoever, he 
served as a Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps in Korea from 
1953-1956. 
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In 1942, as an eight-year old boy, Judge Tashima and his 
family were forced to spend three months in a "relocation facil-
ity" in Posten, Arizona because they were of Japanese ancestry. 
He maintains that his appointment to the federal bench indi-
cates significant social change in this country. He recognizes 
the importance of judicial diversity in that it reflects the atti-
tude of society. 
Judge Tashima is married to Nora Kiyo. 
JunGE SIDNEY R. THOMAS 
Judge Thomas completed his undergraduate studies at 
Montana State University in 1975 and received a J.D. degree 
from the University of Montana in 1978. He was appointed to 
the Ninth Circuit on January 1, 1996 by President Clinton. He 
has authored fourteen published opinions in his fIrst seventeen 
months on the bench. 
Prior to his appointment, Judge Thomas practiced law with 
the fum of Bellingham, Longo & Mather, P.C. He handled a 
broad range of commercial litigation, including insurance law-
suits, commercial torts, bad faith lawsuits, secured trust litiga-
tion, toxic tort litigation, natural gas pipeline actions, product 
liability lawsuits, employment litigation, environmental actions 
and mineral rights litigation. He tried over forty cases to ver-
. dict or judgment. Additionally, he also maintained an exten-
sive government, bankruptcy and media law practice. 
In addition to his extensive trial experience, he served as a 
bankruptcy panel trustee in over a thousand cases, prior to the 
U.S. Trustee system being created. In his seventeen years in 
practice, Judge Thomas argued over ten cases before the Ninth 
Circuit. 
SENIOR JUDGE DAVID R. THOMPSON 
Judge Thompson, born in 1930, was admitted to the Cali-
fornia Bar in 1956 after graduating from the University of 
Southern California where he completed both his undergradu-
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ate and law degrees. Judge Thompson was appointed to the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in 1985 by President Reagan 
and presides in San Diego, California. Prior to his appoint-
ment, Judge Thompson was a member of the firms: Colton, 
Thompson & Thompson and Thompson & Thompson. 
Judge Thompson has held academic positions at the Univer-
sity of Santa Clara Law School and taught for the Interna-
tional Law Studies Program at Strasbourg. In 1991, Judge 
Thompson founded the Judges in the Classroom program, 
which introduces federal judges as speakers in San Diego city 
schools. Among Judge Thompson's most notable decisions are: 
Wood v. Ostrander, 879 F.2d 583 (9th Cir. 1989); Coleman v. 
McCormick, 874 F.2d 1280 (9th Cir. 1989); Oregonian Publish-
ing Co. V. United States District Court, 920 F.2d 1462 (9th Cir. 
1990); Brown v. Vasquez, 952 F.2d 1164 (9th Cir. 1991); Bun-
nell v. Sullivan, 947 F.2d 341 (9th Cir. 1991); United States v. 
Juvenile No.1, 38 F.3d 470 (9th Cir. 1994); and Riley v. Deeds, 
56 F.3d 1117 (9th Cir. 1995). 
JUDGE STEPHEN S. TROTT 
Judge Trott received a B.A degree in 1962 from Wesleyan 
University. He then earned his LL.B., Bachelor of Law, degree 
in 1965 at Harvard University School of Law. 
From 1981 to 1983, Trott served as United States Attorney 
in Los Angeles, California. In 1983, he served as Chief of the 
United States Justice Department's Criminal Division, and 
then became the Associate Attorney General in 1986. Judge 
Trott was appointed to the Ninth Circuit on March 24, 1988, 
four months after his nomination by President Reagan. 
Judge Trott is a member of the faculty of the National Col-
lege of District Attorneys, which presented him with its distin-
guished faculty award in 1977. He is the former chairman of 
the central district of the Law Enforcement Coordinating 
Committee, and former coordinator of the Los Angeles-Nevada 
Drug Enforcement Task Force. 
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As a former member of the folk group the Highwaymen, 
Trott sang and strummed guitar to "Michael, Row the Boat 
Ashore," a No.1 song in 1961. His folk group also appeared on 
the Ed Sullivan and Johnny Carson shows. 
Judge Trott is married to the former Sally Snow. They have 
two daughters, Christina and Shelley. 
SENIOR JUDGE J. CUFFORD WALLACE 
Judge Wallace was appointed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit on June 28, 1972, and entered 
duty on August 14, 1972. He became Chief Judge on February 
1, 1991. Judge Wallace served as a United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of California from 1970-72. He 
received a B.A degree from San Diego State University in 
1952, and a LL.B. degree from the University of California 
School of Law at Berkeley in 1955. 
Judge Wallace served on the Judicial Conference Subcom-
mittee on Federal Jurisdiction from 1975-76; the Committee to 
Consider Standards for Admission to Practice in the Federal 
Courts from 1976-79; and the Committee on the Judicial 
Branch. Judge Wallace is a member of the Federal Bar Asso-
ciation, the American Board of Trial Advocates, and the Insti-
tute of Judicial Administration. Additionally, Judge Wallace 
. serves as Senior Advisor on Legal Systems and Judicial Ad-
ministration to The Asia Foundation, working with Judiciaries 
in Asian countries on Judicial administration improvements. 
Judge Wallace has four children: Paige, Laurie, Teri, and 
John, Jr. 
JUDGE KIM M. WARDLAW 
Judge Kim M. Wardlaw was appointed to the Ninth Circuit 
in 1995 by President Clinton. Before her assignment, Judge 
Wardlaw was a partner at O'Melveny and Myers from 1987 
until her present appointment. From 1980-1987, she was an 
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associate at O'Melveny & Myers in Pasadena, California. She 
specialized in media defense and intellectual property cases. 
Judge Wardlaw graduated fifth in her class from the Uni-
versity of California Los Angeles School of Law. She obtained 
her Bachelor of Arts degree from UCLA as well. Judge Ward-
law is an active member of the Democratic Party. She served 
as a delegate for Bill Clinton at the 1992 Democratic Conven-
tion. During the California campaign, she was responsible for 
Hillary Clinton's schedule. 
Judge Wardlaw now resides in Pasadena with her husband 
and their two children. 
SENIOR JUDGE CHARLES E. WIGGINS 
Charles E. Wiggins was appointed to the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit on August 1, 1984 by 
President Reagan. After serving in the Army at the end of 
World War II and during the Korean War, Wiggins attended 
the University of Southern California where he received both 
his undergraduate degree in 1953 and his law degree in 1956. 
Additionally, Wiggins was Editor of the Law Review. 
After graduating from Law School, Wiggins practiced in the 
private sector from 1957-1966. He was elected to EI Monte 
City Council in 1960, and soon turned his sights to Congress. 
On his first try, in 1967, Wiggins won a Congressional seat by 
defeating an incumbent. Wiggins remained in Congress until 
1979 after which he joined the Advisory Committee on the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure until 1986. 
Among the more notable of Judge Wiggins' opinions are 
Holmes v. California Army National Guard, No. 96-15855, 66 
U.S.L.W. 1163 (1997), which held that the Department of De-
fense's "don't ask, don't tell" policy does not violate the First 
and Fifth Amendments; and Harris v. Joint School District No. 
241, 41 F.3d 447 (9th Cir. 1994), holding that the inclusion of 
prayer at a high school graduation violated the Establishment 
Clause, even though inclusion was by a majority vote of stu-
dents. 
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Judge Wiggins is married to Betty J. Kootz. They have five 
children, Steven, Scott, Gary, Darla and Craig. He enjoys golf 
and reading in his spare time. 
SENIOR JUDGE EUGENE A. WRIGHT 
Judge Wright received his undergraduate degree in 1934 
and received a J.D. degree in 1937 from the University of 
Washington. He practiced law with the firm of Wright & 
Wright in Seattle from 1937-1954, except for five years ofmili-
tary service during World War II. He retired from the Army 
Reserve as a Colonel in 1965. 
Judge Wright was a Judge Pro Tem of the Seattle Mu-
nicipal Court from 1948-52; Judge of the Superior Court for 
King County, Washington from 1954-66; and Chairman of the 
Washington State Committee of Law and Justice from 1968-69. 
He was a founder of the National Judicial College and a mem-
ber of its faculty from 1964-72. Judge Wright was appointed 
United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit on Septem-
ber 24, 1969. He took senior judge status on September 15, 
1983. He has served on the United States Judicial Conference 
Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules and the Judicial Con-
ference Committee on Judicial Ethics. He is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Washington State Bar Associa-
tion and the Seattle-King County Bar Association. 
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